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IN FOCUS
►A WORD FROM OUR DIRECTOR
Dear readers,
World Vision Romania (WVR) focuses
on the social and economical
development of poor communities,
especially by investing in people’s
biggest blessing: the children. WVR is
not only concerned about the well
being of children in Romania, but also
seeks to learn from best practices in
the EU and share experience and
expertise with other developing
countries, especially those in the
Caucasus, Balkans and the Black Sea
Region. This does not exclude, though,
awareness raising activities that are
targeted to the Romanian general
public and whose main purpose is to
draw attention to the living conditions
of children in the poorest countries.
We believe that everyone can
contribute to building a juster world if
they are given the right information and
the correct instruments to put them into
practice… for their own good and the
good of the others!
Catalin Andrew Popa,
Executive Director
World Vision Romania

development. WVR, in partnerships
with
academic
experts
from
universities in Bucharest, Cluj and
Timisoara, has had a specific focus on
MDG1 – Poverty Eradication and
MDG8 – Global Partnership for
Development. They will be available….
FREE (by request)
In ROMANIAN and ENGLISH
Accessible on the WVR E-LEARNING
PLATFORM
Also, by the end of this summer, an
informational toolkit will have been
developed. This toolkit will give an
overview
of
the
international
development field in all partner
countries in the RADC project
(Romania, Malta, Cyprus and Greece),
will go through all relevant national and
EU policies related to development
education and will give abstracts and
summaries of the 8 MDG-related
courses. Furthermore, it will provide a
quick “Tips&Tricks” for teachers on
how to better use the curricula and
integrate it in their lessons’ plans.

News from the RADC project:

• Focus groups with students
• Workshops in Bucharest and Cluj

We look forward to receiving your
feedback!
Claudia Pedersen,
International Development Programs
Manager, claudia_pedersen@wvi.org

Development Education:
•

►RADC into its second year…
I am pleased to welcome you to the
forth edition of the RADC Newsletter.
On this occasion, we will briefly
overview important activities related to
development education in the last six
months: updates on the MDG related
curricula, the development of the MDG
related e-learning platform, activities
that WVR organized throughout the
country and other national updates
relevant to the field.
One of the main and most important
results of the RADC project are the 8
MDG related courses meant to provide
full and comprehensive educational
resources for universities, institutions
and
organizations
that
provide
trainings related to international

In this issue:

SUBSCRIBE TO RADC!
Join our community on the web portal:
www.developmenteducation.org
This website is designed to be a
specialised
resource
space
for
educational institutes at all levels, civil
society organisations and actors,
important stakeholders (such as
students,
mass
media,
other
educators, etc.) and the general public.
Visit the portal and you will read about
the projects’ results, access learning
tools through online courses, collect
resources related to development
education and discussion and share
opinions and ideas.

•

WVR selects Ambassador in
Ghana
Georgian youth visit Romania

Events:
• Youth Forum for International
Solidarity 2011

• Romania – Rep. Moldova NGO
Forum 2011
• Romanian Development Camp
2011

To keep up with the international
development debates:
forums.developmenteducation.org
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POVERTY ERADICATION AND GLOBAL PARTNERSHIPS FOR DEVELOPMENT
2 COURSES SPECIALLY DEVELOPED FOR THE UNIVERSITIES AND TRAINING PROVIDERS IN THE INTERNATIONAL
DEVELOPMENT FIELD
WVR organized two focus groups on 25th February and 3rd March 2011 in partnership with the University of Bucharest and the
Babes Bolyai University in Cluj.
The two focus groups had around 15 participants each – students, university lecturers, non-governmental organizations
representatives, high-school teachers - that were invited to give detailed feedback on the layout and content of the two
modules that WVR is developing, related to MDG1 – Poverty Eradication and MDG8 – Global Partnerships for Development.
The feedback gathered from the participants both during group discussions and questionnaires gave significant input on how
to improve the modules in order to make them more relevant, attractive and useful to the main project’s beneficiaries:
university students and lecturers. Overall, the participants considered that the text of the modules was easy to follow,
comprehensible and well structured. Moreover, they considered the learning process fast, focused, efficient, student oriented
and user friendly. The feedback gathered during these focus groups have determined how the final two courses will be
formulated and uploaded on the E –Learning Platform. Contact us to find out when you could also have access to our courses!
MADE IN ROMANIA! EDUCATIONAL RESOURCES FOR INTERNATIONAL DEVELOPMENT
On the 12th and 20th May, World Vision Romania, in partnership with the University of Bucharest and the Babes Bolyai
University in Cluj invited students and youth to a debate on international solidarity. The purpose of these events was to
showcase Romanian educational resources for development education. The seminars also aimed to evaluate the need, the
importance and also the future prospects of these resources in Romania.

Mihaela Rutjens, Head of Unit, Development Assistance Unit, Ministry of Foreign Affairs: “The financial assistance provided by
the Ministry for promoting development education in Romania already includes a series of programs: “The Romanian
Development Camp”, raising public awareness campaigns on the Millenium Development Goals, national television
documentaries, the creation of the www.aod.ro website, training modules undertaken during the programs of the Romanian
Diplomatic Institute, the support provided for the Kapuscinski Lecture in Bucharest – organized by the European Commission
and UNDP in December 2009, and last but not least, by certifying the Master Programs in International Development Studies in
5 Romanian Universities, 4 of which having started their activities in 2010.”
Yesim Oruc, Resident Representative of UNDP Romania: “I do know that even in the world’s most developed countries there
is a lot of serious concern that the schools and the higher education are not able to provide their citizens with the knowledge
required for dealing with moral, political and economic problems that are ahead of them. We need a global vision and global
thinking in this sense. Our policy choices as a country depend a lot on the country’s resources, capacity, institutions that the
country and the community have.”
Daniela Buzducea, Advocacy Director, World Vision Romania, underlined the fact that “international development will have to
be considered one of the top priorities in the future, especially for the European Union member states”. She also gave
examples of WVR activities and projects in Romania and pointed to a possible unexplored interest from the general public in
Romania for international solidarity projects.

2

ISSUE IV/2011
Page 3

Raising Awareness for Development Cooperation
A periodical newsletter published by World Vision Romania’s project “RADC”,
a project funded by Europe Aid (DCI-NSA 2009/202-400)

AMBASSADOR IN GHANA
Two high school students from Cluj will participate in August in
a study visit in Ghana. Earlier this year WVR organized, a
contest called “Ambassador in Ghana”, opened to all high
school pupils in Cluj interested in international solidarity. The
contest took place concomitantly in Romania, Austria and
Germany and encouraged participants to think of innovative
ways of doing development education for young people, put up
a team and run activities in their schools. This type of approach
is called “peer-to-peer” education and has proven to be a great
success when raising awareness on global issues among
youngsters.
For more information check the project’s website:
www.peer-up.ro

GEORGIAN TEENAGERS VISIT ROMANIA
The Youth Civic Education and Community Participation project aims to promote responsible citizenship and community
participation for youth in Georgia and Romania. It is implemented by World Vision Georgia in partnership with World Vision
Romania, during 2010 November – 2011 August. The project is financed by UNDP Georgia through ODA funds allocated by
the Romanian Ministry of Foreign Affairs.
One of the main activities within the project was an advocacy contest for youth in both countries. Three of the best candidates
from Romania and Georgia won the chance to participate in an exchange visit to the partner country and meet with other young
people the same age, exchange ideas and create a network of young people interested and active in the development of their
community.
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EVENTS

th

Youth Forum for International Development, Cluj 8 September
As part of the PeerUp! project, WVR organizes on the 8th September the annual Youth
Forum for pupils and students interested in international development. This year’s theme will
focus on maternal and child healthcare. After the official debate, young people are invited to
participate in a two-day camp where they will exchange information regarding the most
effective methods of peer education and gain but also practice new communication and
social skills.
The first edition of the Youth Forum took place in September 2010 in Cluj, at Baisoara. It
lasted for three days and it crystallized as a complex activity which brought together
youngsters with obvious interest for international development and representatives from
universities, the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, the Romanian Parliament, local authorities,
regional civil society organizations and the private sector. Key moments of the Forum
included a conference with Cluj senators, the official opening of the Forum and the camp at
Baisoara.
th

th

th

The 4 edition of the Romanian Development Camp, Cluj 6 -8 July
The Romanian Development Camp is an annual event bringing together major stakeholders
in development cooperation at national and European level: governmental actors, civil
society, experts from European and international donors, partner countries, mass-media,
academia and the private sector.
The Camp’s main objective is to strengthen the capacity of the national actors to implement
ODA projects and programs, in close cooperation with Romanian ODA partner countries and
other European actors. It also represents a forum for debates, networking and for sharing
valuable inputs and experiences in the field of development cooperation. Lectures will be
offered by experts from donor and partner states, international organizations and civil society.
This year’s edition, which has the strong support of the Polish Ministry of Foreign Affairs, will
focus on the role of the new donors in the future European development architecture. We will
discuss topics of common interest to EU development cooperation actors – the EU Green
Paper on development policy, the external action instruments for 2014-2020 – and focus our
debates on the new EU member states agendas and experience in the neighborhood and on
the EU Presidency Priorities in International Development.
th

th

The Romania-Moldova Civil Society Forum, Chisinau 27 -28 May
The first edition of the Romania-Moldova NGO forum was organized in 2010 in an attempt to
consolidate the communication and cooperation between NGOs in both countries. The event
aims to elaborate a common agenda and to identify common priorities for the next five years
but also to explore further cooperation potential. The forums are organized by the Romanian
Non-Governmanetal Development Organizations Platform (FOND) in partnership and with
the financial support of the Romanian Ministry of Foreign Affairs.
This year’s event took place in Chisinau between 27th and 28th May and featured high profile
guests including Teodor Baconschi, the Romanian Minister of Foreign Affairs, and Iurie
Leanca, the Moldavian Minister of Foreign Affairs and European Integration.
While the first edition was an opportunity to define the needs and priorities for intervention
from the civil society, the 2011 edition focused on the bilateral exchange of experience,
know-how and expertise, based on the previous forum’s recommendations. By understanding
the mutual benefit of the cooperation between Romania and Moldova, one of the main
conclusions of the forum was that “we already have a good dialogue between the two
societies, but both government and NGO representatives should have a deeper involvement
in the process of developing a common frame for action”.
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Background information
WVRF is a child-rights oriented organization, with considerable amount of experience in implementing development and
awareness raising projects. Curricula development is hardly a new activity for World Vision Romania. Since its early days in
Romania (the beginning of the 1990s), WVRF contributed to the elaboration of alternative curricula (egg. in the field of health
education in a context in which many health-related topics were not considered by the formal curriculum). At the same time,
WVRF is a member of the development education working group (DEWG) in FOND, the Romanian NGDO platform, and since
the creation of the federation, WVRF was actively involved in the organizing of major events in the field such as DEEEP
Summer School in Romania 2009 or Third Edition of The Romanian Development Camp 2010.
Moreover, WVRF initiated various activities for raising the awareness regarding Romania’s new role as a donor country (ex.
Stand-Up Against Poverty Campaign, promoting the MDGS, etc.). Starting with December 2008, WVRF implemented a UNDPfinanced project to raise citizens’ awareness on the MDGs. MDG6 was chosen by WVRF as focal awareness raising objective.
The project had two main aims: 1) advocate for Romania to introduce innovative funding mechanisms for development (ex. the
UNITAID system so that Romania can contribute to fighting HIV on a wider scale); b) show concrete examples for involvement
for the regular citizens. Through the first component a high-level international debate was organized at Bucharest with the
participation of the Romanian Ministry of Foreign Affairs, the Ministry of Finance and other relevant ministries. In the framework
of the second component, a group of volunteers trained by WVRF started an awareness and fund-raising campaign in favor of
malaria-infected children in Africa.
Apart from the “Raising awareness for development cooperation project”, WVRF is also implementing another EU funded
project in development education called “Peer Up!” which is run in partnership with World Vision Germany and World Vision
Austria. “Peer Up!” will raise the global development awareness of Romanian citizens, and in particular of young people from
Cluj. The main development issues that will be reflected are as follows: HIV / AIDS, maternal and child health and food security.
“The Youth Civic Education and Community Participation” project aims to promote responsible citizenship and community
participation for youth in Georgia and Romania. The purpose of the project is to provide youth in both countries with an
understanding of a democratic society and the principles of civic participation and advocacy.
The project has three objectives that lead to the main goal. These objectives are: 1) to enhance civic education and community
development, 2) to incorporate advocacy methodologies into youth groups and 3) to connect youth to the Global Youth Network
in both Georgia and Romania.
*************
World Vision Romania is an active member of the Romanian NGDO platform, FOND, since its early beginning in 2006 and has
been board member of FOND since 2008.
*************
Links:
World Vision Romania:
www.worldvision.ro
Raising Awareness for Development Cooperation
www.developmenteducation.org
PeerUp:
www.peer-up.ro
The Romanian NGDO platform, FOND:
www.fondromania.org

Contact:
Claudia Pedersen,
International Programs Manager,
claudia_pedersen@wvi.org
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