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The United Nation Decade on Education for Sustainable Development invites us to answer the 

question: “What if every person benefited from an education promoting development that is 

environmentally sound, socially equitable, culturally sensitive and economically just?”.   

Attempting to answer such a question is a humbling exercise, as we realise that we live in 

precarious times! 

 

Occupy Wall street and the Arab Spring, to mention just two examples at the top of the alternative 

and mainstream media respectively, act as timely reminders of the challenges we face.  In a few 

months time all nations will be at the Rio +20 (UNCSD 2012) Summit – another realisation of the 

need to walk the talk regarding climate change, land degradation, biodiversity and abject poverty.  

Looking within our own European confines we realise that the party is over.  As Frei Betto so aptly 

put it: “The train has derailed. The locomotive – the USA – has become stuck, it does not manage to 

return to its productivity and is mired in increased unemployment. The European wagons, like Italy, 

fall under the weight of astronomical debts.”   

 

Einstein is claimed to have said: “"We can't solve problems by using the same kind of thinking we 

used when we created them." Which brings us back to the Education challenge!   

 

The RADC project was bold in attempting to create systematic partnerships between universities 

and NGOs.  Furthermore the RADC project opted for a very concrete contribution towards raising 

awareness by producing high quality modules that once integrated into the tertiary education 

systems of the respective countries, will offer for the first time ever, unique opportunities for 

citizens to gain new knowledge, awareness, values, and skills linked to the various sub-topics 

within development cooperation, framed within a clear understanding of the urgency of the MDGs 

and the post MDG agenda.  However the extent of the success of University-NGO collaborations 

within Development Cooperation depends on various factors, not least the extent to which NGOs 

are really accompanying the poor, and to the extent to which universities are genuinely involved in 

real world research and the realities of everyday life. 

 

The seven years for New Member States since joining the European Union show a trend towards a 

bifurcation of ESD activities, those that act within the system and apply the rules of the game, 

tinkering with the status quo, but not really challenging it, and those that are opting for a more 

radical approach, emphasising more the search for genuine alternatives to the current dominant 

development paradigm.  Like any sabbatical it is a time for reflection. 

 

This paper proposes: a) the reintroduction of mentoring; b) more experimentation with innovative 

relationships, and c) a strong and radical ESD as possible ways for meeting the education challenge. 

It is an invitation in Gramscian terms to challenge the so-called „common sense‟ in maintaining the 

status quo, and to open up new spaces for conversations, thus realising the transformational 

possibilities of education. 

 

 

 


